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H a r o l d  E. Varmus, M.D. 
P ro fesso r  o f  Mol ecu l  a r  V i r o l o g y  
School o f  Medic ine 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  San F r a n c i s c o  
San Francisco,  C a l i f o r n i a  94143 

Dear D r .  Varmus, 

P lease f o r g i v e  t h e  d e l a y  i n  my r e p l y  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  August 12. 

As t o  t h e  naming o f  t h e  A I D S  r e t r o v i r u s ,  I agree w i t h  you t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  i ssues  as w e l l  as s c i e n t i f i c  ones w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  dec ide  
t h e  outcome. Most o f  my p a t i e n t s  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  v i r u s  as e i t h e r  
" t h e  A I D S  v i r u s "  or as "HTLV-111" or some a l p h a b e t i c  p e r m u t a t i o n  o f  
same. I r e f e r  t o  i t  as "HTLV-111" i n  conversa t i on ,  and as 
"HTLV-I I I /LAV" when I w r i t e  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

I l i k e  t h e  name "HTLV-111" because i t  does n o t  d i r e c t l y  connect t h e  
v i r u s  t o  A I D S :  i t  i s  l e s s  t r a u m a t i c  t o  t e l l  an asymptomatic p a t i e n t  
t h a t  he has a p o s i t i v e  HTLV-I11 an t i body  t e s t  t han  t o  t e l l  h im  he 
has a p o s i t i v e  AIDS-v i rus an t i body  t e s t .  Due t o  t h e  u n s e t t l e d  
taxonomic p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  v i r u s ,  I understand t h a t  p l a c i n g  t h e  
v i r u s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  human T c e l l  leukemia v i r u s e s  may u l t i m a t e l y  
n o t  be j u s t i f i e d .  I would hope t h a t  t h e  name e v e n t u a l l y  chosen 
would be e m o t i o n a l l y  n e u t r a l  ( i .e.,  exc lude t h e  word AIDS), y e t  
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  accurate.  Your sugges t ion  o f  an acronym f o r  t h e  
v i r u s  such as HALV, f o r  human AIDS-lymphadenopathy v i r u s ,  seems 
reasonable.  

P e t e r  R. Wolfe, MID. 
A s s i s t a n t  P ro fesso r  o f  Medic ine 


